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It w as a  season to remember for the 

Schoolcraft College men’s basketball 
team, one which may be hard to 
duplicate

When a team  wins 35 of 36 games, 
takes on all challengers and wins 
tough gam es on the 
road, you have to sit 
back m  amazement 

Only one bad 
seven-minute stretch 
separated the 
Ocelots from a 
National Junior Col­
lege Athletic Associ­
ation Division I title 
last w eek m  
Hutchinson, Kan 

After building a
13-pomt second-half 
lead in the semifinals Friday night 
against eventual national champion 
Dixie (Utah), the Ocelots found them­
selves m  ja il —  all five starters on the 
bench m  foul trouble 

Schoolcraft’s top player, Mike 
Williams, picked up his fourth on a 
dubious call w ith 13 07 to go And the 
team’s heart-and-soul, point-guard 
Rulon H am s, fouled out with 3 17 
left Still, the Ocelots had a chance to 
tie, but tournament M VP Jaime 
Lloreda, a 6-foot-9 center headed to 
LSU, blocked Javon Clark’s three- 
point attem pt from the dead comer as 
time expired

Dixie escaped with a 72-69 win and 
went on to rally m  the second h alf to 
beat homestate favorite Coffeyville 
(Kan ) for the national championship 
the next night before 7,000 in the 
Hutchinson Sports Arena, 82-81 

Schoolcraft and defending champi­
on W abash Valley (111) were left to 
play for third place And to the 
Ocelots’ credit, they bounced back 
from their only blemish on the year 
with a resounding 111-86 win 

The N JCA A  Tournament is like no 
other It brings 16 high caliber teams 
from across the country into one 
venue

And it ’s quite an extravaganza 
First it draws a Jew  of coaches 

scouring for talent 
Big i ame coaches seen last week 

included Roy Williams (Kansas)
Steve Alfoid (Iowa), Jim O’Brien 
(Ohio State), Steve McClain 
(Wyoming), Rod Barnes (Mississippi) 
and G ary Waters (Rutgers)

The list of current and former NBA 
players who have played in “Hutch” is 
impressive as well 

The community of Hutchinson gets 
totally behind the event with a net­
work of volunteers, m any of whom are 
w ar veterans associated w ith the local 
VFW  and American Legion 

So w hat were coaches and fans say­
ing this year about Schoolcraft9 

There m ay have been more athletic 
teams, but not many were smarter, 
more disciplined or better defensively 

A ll five Ocelot starters averaged m 
double figures for the tournament, as 
well as a key reserve 

This team  brought their ‘A ’ game to 
the table most nights 

Who could forget the three tourna­
ment wins at Southern Idaho, the rip­
ping of F lint Mott, followed by the 
impressive run through the confer­
ence, state and region tourneys9 

Not to be forgotten was the 13-hour 
odyssey to Wahpeton, N D and a 92- 
82 victory before 4,000 fans at North 
Dakota State College of Science 

The opening round NJCAA Tourna­
ment overtime victory over Allegany 
(Md ) w as another highlight followed 
by a lopsided win m the quarterfinals 
over Itawam ba (M iss)

The 12 Schoolcraft players who 
traveled to Hutchinson all brought 
something unique different to the 
table

Tromrnllv rmly twn ntayprs
returned from last year’s 32-4 team 
which qualified for Hutchinson —  
guard Javon Clark and North Farm­
ington's Em ir Medunjanm 

Here’s a  brief look at the pieces of 
the puzzle, which resulted in a 
remarkable fit and the most success­
ful basketball season in school histo­
ry

T h e  S t a r t e r s
M ik e  W illiam s, 6-7 fo rw ard :

Made the All-Tournament squad 
while averaging a double-double 
Despite weighing about 190, Williams 
an uncanny rebounder who can score 
and pass High majors are looking at 
him, but he may be suited better for a 
good mid-major We haven’t heard the 
last of him  Had he not sat out last 
year because o f grades, Schoolcraft 
might have won the national title in 
2 0 0 1

Please see EMONS, D3

By Brad Emons 
s p o r t s  w r i t e r

bemons@oeJiomecoiniii.net

Their dreams shattered by foul trou­
ble in Friday’s NJCAA Division I semi­
finals, the Schoolcraft College men’s 
basketball team was determined not to 
let their glorious season end on a sour 
note

In S a tu r d a y ’s co n so latio n  f in a l, 
Schoolcraft finished its banner year 35- 
1 with a convincing 111-86 victory over 
defending cham pion W abash V a lley  
(111) at the Hutchinson (Kan ) Sports 
Arena

Dixie (Utah), which ousted School­
craft from the winner’s bracket Friday, 
72-69, ralhed late in the second half to 
w in th e  n a tio n al t it le  a g a in st C o f­
feyville (K an ), 82-81, before 7,000 fans 
m Hutchinson

“Our goal w as to finish as high as 
possible,” said Schoolcraft coach Carlos 
Briggs, whose team  settled for third
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place “We didn’t  achieve our ultimate 
go al o f  w in n in g  a n ation al ch am p i­
on sh ip , b u t I th o u g h t w e cam e out 
tonight with same intensity, both offen­
s iv e ly  and d e fe n s iv e ly , th a t  w e ’ve  
shown all season ”

The Ocelots also had some mcentive 
a g a in s t  W ab a sh , led  b y  K e n tu c k y  
signee and last year’s tournament M VP 
Antwam  Barbour

The W arriors ousted Schoolcraft m 
overtim e during last year's quarterfi­
nals and w ent on to w in  the coveted 
crown

Schoolcraft shot 67 percent m  the 
first h alf (19 of 28) to take a  48-39 half­
tim e  le a d  a s  6-foot-8 c e n te r  Y a k u  
Moton-Spruill (Westland John Glenn) 
and 6-foot guard Javon C lark (Detroit 
Cass Tech) each scored 12 points

The Ocelots m aintained th eir lead 
th ro u g h o u t th e  second h a lf, b u t 
Wabash pulled to within six, 76-70, on 
a three-pointer by Barbour with 10 19 
to go

Schoolcraft then went on a 41-16 run 
to end the game in grand fashion

All five Ocelot starters scored on dou­
ble figures as C lark  fin ish ed w ith  a 
team-high 21, hitting five o f 11  from 
three-pomt range

Moton-Spruill added 18 points and 
seven rebounds, while M ike Williams, 
a 6-7 forward from Detroit C ity  High, 
added his third double-double of the 
to u rn e y  w ith  17  p o in ts  and 1 1  
rebounds

Emir Medujanm (North Farmington) 
contributed 15 points and five assists, 
w h ile  p o in t-g u ard  R u lo n  H a rris  
(D etroit Mumford) added 12 points, 
including four of seven shots beyond 
the arc H arris also d ished out five 
assists
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One h a lf  o f th e  fam ous W estland 
brother-sister pairs team is retiring her 
blades

Danielle Hartsell, 21, is leaving the 
w orld o f com petitive sk a tin g , w hile 
brother Steve, 24, p lans to continue 
with a new partner, according to their 
mother

“D anielle is quitting the business,” 
Georgia Hartspll said “She’s moving to 
V irg in ia  and w ill be a tte n d in g  th e  
University of Richmond She’ll be mov­
ing there by the end of May, but first 
she’ll finish up the teaching her basic 
skills classes (at the D etroit Skating 
Club) ”

The Hartsells have endured nothing 
but hard luck since w inning the U  S 
Pairs Championship m 1999

Danielle suffered a broken kneecap 
during a practice fall m  December of 
1999, which resulted m  the pair miss­
ing the entire 2000 season

The former Junior World and Junior 
U  S Cham pions, how ever, bounced 
back to win a bronze at the 2001 U  S 
S en io r C h a m p io n sh ip s, b u t S te v e  
m issed six  w eeks la te  la s t  sum m er 
with a toe injury

Father Lawrence H artsell then suf­
fered a heart attack in December just 
prior to the U  S Trials (Georgia now 
h appily  reports th at her husband is 
re co v e r in g  and h as  n o t sm oked a 
cigarette m three months )

Their Olympic dream  and a trip to

R eserves D e lv a r  B a rre tt (D etro it 
Cooley) and R onald D orsey (D etroit 
Pershing) added nine and seven points, 
respectively

Tony Allen, a  6-4 guard from Chica­
go, led Wabash with 26 points Herman 
Davis finished w ith  17, while Barbour 
and C J  Hill each contributed 16 

The W arriors w ere m issing starter 
Q um nel Brow n, a 6-5 freshm an for­
ward who suffered 34 stitches to his leg 
sifter kicking a  glass window in disgust 
following Friday night’s 71-70 semifi­
nal loss to Coffeyville 

“Schoolcraft has depth and size, it’s 
tough to p lay  them  w ith  a six  player 
rotation  w hen  you norm ally go w ith  
seven ,” W abash  coach M ark N elson 
said “Quinnel is a big player for us and 
a  b ig  rebounder for us We had some 
m istakes w e m ade inside, but I w as 
pleased with the effort considering who
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S alt Lake C ity  for the W inter Games 
w as then shattered in January a t the 
2002 U  S Nationals 

S teve pulled out w ith  a  torn groiq 
muscle ju st prior to the long program 
at the Staples C enter m  Los Angeles 
after the pair were positioned m  fourth 
place following the short program * 

“It’s been hard for Danielle ever since 
she broke her kneecap,” Georgia said, 
“She was not happy the last couple of 
years when she couldn’t  skate *

“She’s ready to get on with rest o f heT 
life ” i

Professional offers never came their* 
w ay either following the Nationals in,! 
California

“They had an agent, Michael Rosen-* 
berg, of SFX, but he retired,” Georgia 
said “Once he left, they just didn’t  feel 
the support ”

Mrs Hartsell said Danielle plans to 
teach skating m  Virginia while work* 
m g  tow ard a degree in E le m e n ta ry 1 
Education ^

“She wants to be near her boyfriend^ 
(Chns Mmms), who lives there,” Geor^ 
gia said “He doesn’t  have anything to 
do w ith  sk a tin g  D anielle m et C h n s  
when she and Steve were on a vacation 
Jamaica ”

S te v e , m e a n w h ile , h ad  to ta k e  a 
month off of skating following the groin 
injury, but is ready to resume training j 
once he finds a new partner dunng a  
scheduled cam p next m onth m  Col­
orado Spnngs

He will continue to teach lessons and

W h a le r s  f in d  
s e lv e s  in  O H L  
p la y o f f  h o le
BY BRAD MONASTTERE 
S t a f f 'Wr it e r

bmonastiere@oe homecomm net 
The Plym outh W halers burned 

through the Ontario Hockey League 
regular season, finishing with the 
best overall record 

Apparently, the London Knights 
aren’t impressed

The Knights took a 2-1 senes lead 
on the Whalers with a 3 2 comeback 
victory Tuesday night at Plymouth’s 
Compuware A rena in first round 
playoff action

Game No 4 is scheduled for 
tonight m London For the second 
straight game, the Knights used a 
big third period to rebound and wm 
the game only this time it was on 
Plymouth s home ice 

The Whalers held a 2 1 lead after 
one period, but a pair of third period 
goals gave the Knights the series 
lead London’s Kyle Piwowarczyk 
and Rick N ash scored 69 seconds 
apart midway through the third peri­
od to provide the difference Nash 
scored a pair of goals m the game to 
lead London

The K n ights made the m ost of 
their chances in the third period, 
scoring on two of their three shots 
At the other end, London goaltender 
Chris Houle came up huge, stopping 
all 10 Plymouth shots m the third 
period to help secure the win 

Nash’s first goal at the 8 04 mark 
of the first period gave the Knights a 
1-0 lead, but the W halers struck
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back later in the period with a  pair of 
power-play goals, by Kris Vemarsky 
and Chad LaRose, to give them a 2-1 
lead at the first intermission They 
each had a goal and an assist for the 
W halers The gam e featu red  19 
p en a lties , 10 com m itted by P ly ­
mouth, showing that the Knights are 
dictating the style o f play through 
the first three games The Whalers 
outshot London 23-22 in the contest

• L O N D O N  4 ,  P L Y M O U T H  1 :  The 
Knights busted open a 1-1 game with 
three third-period goals m Sunday’s 
Gam e 2 a t London kn otting the 
series 1 1

Nash was again the offensive cata 
lyst for the Knights notching two 
goals and one assist, including two of 
the team’s three third period goals 
London picked up a pair of goals less 
than a minute apart halfway through 
the third period to break open a 1-1 
game N ash’s second goal w as an 
empty netter

Plymouth’s Damian Surma scored 
the lone goal for his team, at the 1 57 
mark of the second period

That period featured both teams 
wearing paths to the penalty box, 
with a  total of 72 minutes in penal­
ties called in that period alone

Houle again came through for the 
K n igh ts, m aking 25 saves m  the 
game He’s stopped 46 of Plymouth’s 
49 shots m  Games 2 and 3

Soccer preview

staff photo b y  Elizabeth Carnegie

Puck stopper: Plymouth Whalers goaltender Jason Bacashihua makes 
a save during Tuesday’s p layo ff game against the London Knights a t 
Compuware Arena.

Zebra veteran: Liz Beckert (left) returns for Wayne Memorial, 
which moves up from the White Division to the Red m  the 
Michigan Mega. See Livoma-W estland girls soccer preview on 
page D2

Pairs ska ter D anielle  
H artsell ca lls i t  qu its

BRAD
EMONS

u i v n . o h s c t i t ' h u u i r c c c n t n c  c o m C J. Ris.ik Editor 734-953-2108 c/r/s.ik .*  o r  h o m c c o m m . n v t

i •l S5 }


